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1st OXTED SCOUTS

NEWS DECEMBER 2009   www.1stoxtedscouts.com




Christmas break 


The last Scout meeting of 2009 will be on  Monday 14th December. Scouts will resume as usual on Monday 4th January 2010 at 7.15pm at the Stafford Hall.





Important Dates for 2010


Winter camp 29-31 Jan


Colditz night hike 27/28 Feb


Fireworks display – Sat. 13 March


Bike Sale – Saturday 8 May


AGM - 7.30pm Friday 21 May


Donkey Derby - Saturday 12 June


Bike Sale - Saturday 11 September











Last meeting of the year


On Monday December 14th it was proposed that the Scouts go to “Laser Quest” at Crawley. This takes quite some organising as not one but two minibuses are required to take a Troop of 27 youngsters to Crawley. These have to be picked up on the Sunday and dropped off afterwards on the Monday evening. Owing to work and family commitments (amongst other matters my employer is moving offices over that weekend) the trip to Laser Quest will no longer be possible. The final meeting of the year will be a games/party night at the Scout hut.





The Group has booked Broadstone Warren for a joint Cub and Scout Winter camp. This will take place 29-31 January 2010. Cost £35 per head. Spaces are still available for the Scouts – but less spaces are available than Scouts who have not yet signed up. Some may be disappointed – we can  take no more than 30 children. Please contact me by phone or email.  Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:scoutleader@1stoxtedscouts.com" ��scoutleader@1stoxtedscouts.com�





SUMMER CAMP 2010


The Troop will go to Summer camp next year from Saturday 21st August to Saturday 28th August. This is the week directly before the August bank holiday. The venue will be the Dorset Scout Council County Campsite, Buddens, near Wareham in Dorset.


The cost of the camp is expected to be around £210 per Scout. This costing is subject to change and is based at the moment on the attendance of 15 Scouts. The cost includes return transportation from Oxted, camp fees, groceries, and all activities including off-site visits to attractions.


Please see � HYPERLINK "http://www.1stoxtedscouts.com/Buddens_initialletter_to_parents.doc" ��http://www.1stoxtedscouts.com/Buddens_initialletter_to_parents.doc� 


Summer camp 2009 – where your money went�
�
Vehicle rental�
39.9%�
�
Groceries�
18.9%�
�
Activities�
14.0%�
�
Campsite fees�
11.0%�
�
Diesel �
12.6%�
�
Cooking gas�
2.3%�
�
Parking�
1.2%�
�
You’ll see from the table above that over a third of the cost of a typical summer camp is safe and reliable transportation for the Scouts. 








Late night shopping – Thurs 3rd December


Parents and children who donated chocolate will be pleased to know that the Group raised over £170 from the Chocolate Tombola at the late night shopping evening. Thanks to Sue Daly and Cathy Hough for running the stall. 








Colditz Night Hike “Operation Hotel II” 


As in previous years, the much-loved “Colditz night hike” will take place 27/28 February. The aim is for youngsters to follow a route by road given map references, signing in at manned check-points en route. The teams, including accompanying adults, must also evade capture – generally by diving into a muddy roadside ditch full of nettles - by patrolling teams of leaders. 


The exercise will start between 9pm and 10p.m and finish around 3a.m. The teams will be returned to base, and after a hot drink and a snack, will rest until breakfast. There will be a prize-giving around 9a.m on the Sunday morning, after which youngsters can be collected.


This a primary Scouting activity for which demand is high. Not all of our Scouts can attend – there are simply too many. We will enter two teams of 5 to 7 Scouts. The activity, whilst tremendous fun, is physically very challenging, and also requires commitment, good behaviour and team effort from the Scouts. 


This activity is open only to Scouts in year 7 and older. If your youngster wants to take part, please let me know.





Scouts equipment at camp


A number of Scouts will join the Group winter camp. It is very important that they bring appropriate clothing for camping in mid-winter. Scouts are often curiously reluctant to wear proper raingear, hats, gloves and scarves. At summer camp some of the clothing passed off as “waterproof coats” did not bear the strain of the rain in our very English summer. We may check that Scouts have proper outdoor coat and clothing on arrival at winter camp, and Scouts improperly equipped for winter conditions may need to return home.


   





We need new Scouters


We are going to need some new Scouters sooner or later if the Troop is to continue to prosper. We are eager to accept help from anyone who feels they have fresh ideas for the Troop and two hours a week on a Monday for 20-30 weeks in the year. We can be very flexible in arrangements. 


Very high pay – the satisfaction of seeing youngsters grow and develop as people whilst they are having a fun time learning. Please contact Nick Hough gsl@1stoxtedscouts.com











Patrols and leadership


Scouts are organised into patrols to encourage teamwork and co-operation, and to permit leadership skills to be developed. Promotion to the roles of Patrol Leader and Assistant Patrol Leader is always on the basis of aptitude and ability, never on the basis of age or time served in the Troop. 





2010 Winter camp 











