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Badge Books 


The Group has bought a number of Badge Books for the Scouts; these are useful little books containing the detailed requirements for every badge to which a Scout can aspire. These books can be purchased at the cost of £3. A number of Scouts have already ordered these books and can collect them on payment. Any other Scouts who would like to buy such a book, please contact me.





Important Dates for 2010


Colditz night hike 27/28 Feb


Fireworks display – Sat. 13 March


Bike Sale – Saturday 8 May


AGM - 7.30pm Friday 21 May


Donkey Derby - Saturday 12 June


Bike Sale - Saturday 11 September











Chief Scout’s Gold Award


This is the highest badge available to youngsters in the Scout section. Whilst the weekly and annual cycle of activities will naturally contribute towards this, much greater effort and enthusiasm is needed to fully complete this much-coveted award. We have awarded one such badge in the last four years. 


It is gained by completing the following: 


Promise Challenge


Community Challenge


Fitness Challenge


Creative Challenge


Global Challenge


Outdoor Challenge


Plus two of the following three:


Adventure Challenge


Expedition Challenge


Outdoor Plus Challenge


I am finishing a wall chart for the Scouts which will illustrate their progress in this award. Further information about these “Challenges” can be seen at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/badges/scout-ch.htm" ��http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/badges/scout-ch.htm� 


Also parents can buy the SCOUT HANDBOOK which will take the Scout through the requirements in detail and in easy steps aimed at the youngster. I can lend a copy of this book for a short while or copies can be ordered from me for £9. 





Winter camp


Eleven Scouts and eighteen cubs had a very successful weekend under canvas in ICY cold conditions at Broadstone at the end of January. What with a night hike in the magical light of full moon, archery, air rifles, high ropes and plenty of good food, everyone appeared to have a great time.


Particular thanks to Jamie Capel for omelettes, and to Amy & Mrs Cole, Ben Pitt and Ollie Locket for helping tidy up at the Scout hut last week. 





SUMMER CAMP 2010 – calling all Scouts!!


The Troop will go to Summer camp next year from Saturday 21st August to Saturday 28th August. This is the week directly before the August bank holiday. The venue will be the Dorset Scout Council County Campsite, Buddens, near Wareham in Dorset.


The cost of the camp is expected to be around £210 per Scout. This costing is subject to change and is based at the moment on the attendance of 15 Scouts. The cost includes return transportation from Oxted, camp fees, groceries, and all activities including off-site visits to attractions.


Please see  � HYPERLINK "http://www.1stoxtedscouts.com/Buddens_initialletter_to_parents.doc" ��http://www.1stoxtedscouts.com/Buddens_initialletter_to_parents.doc� 


 If you are interested please contact me immediately – it is time we took deposits. 











Colditz Night Hike “Operation Hotel II” 


EIGHT youngsters registered for Colditz so far. We could do with 2-4 more to make up two good teams!! The start and finish base this year will be our own HQ, the Stafford Hut. Our Scouts should be brought down to the hut between 9.40pm and 10pm on the 27th February, with sleeping tackle and clothes for a muddy night hike.


The aim is for youngsters to follow a route by road given map references, signing in at manned check-points en route. The teams, including accompanying adults, must also evade capture – generally by diving into a muddy roadside ditch full of nettles - by patrolling teams of leaders. 


The exercise will start between after 10p.m and finish around 3a.m. The teams will be returned to base, and after a hot drink and a snack, will rest until breakfast. There will be a prize-giving around 9a.m on the Sunday morning, after which youngsters can be collected.


The activity, whilst tremendous fun, is physically very challenging, and also requires commitment, good behaviour and team effort from the Scouts. 


This activity is open only to Scouts in year 7 and older. If your youngster wants to take part, please let me know.





Some forthcoming evenings





Biscuit baking – Monday 8th Feb


Scouts will do some cooking – Valentine’s day biscuits in fact. 





Talent show – Monday 8th March


On Monday 8th March the Scout night will take the form of a talent show. Any genuine talents are allowed, either in groups or singly. This has proved a surprisingly popular evening in the past. Let the Scouts think this though and have time for practice – it can be a piano or other instrument recital, a sketch, demonstration of models or other hobby, a  speech, paintings.  


 


Police officer visit – Monday 15th March


We hope to have a uniformed police officer speak to the Scouts on this night.





Fireworks and bonfire – Sat. 13th March


The Group will hold a grand bonfire with a fine fireworks display on the evening of Saturday 13th March. All are welcome – all youngsters, all parents, all friends of the Group. This is a time to catch the leaders for a chat and enjoy a hot dog and a glass of mulled wine. 





Patrols and leadership


Scouts are organised into patrols to encourage teamwork and co-operation, and to permit leadership skills to be developed. Promotion to the roles of Patrol Leader and Assistant Patrol Leader is on the basis of enthusiasm, commitment and overall helpfulness. The task of being a Patrol leader or Assistant patrol leaders is a duty and sometimes a burden. Patrol leaders and assistant patrol leaders are not there for their own benefit but exist primarily for the benefit of the rest of the Troop. As in the real world, there is no right to promotion on the basis of seniority or age. 
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